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freedom to Russian commercial ships in all Ottoman waters,
with the additional and unique proviso that no visit or
search was to be exercised over Russian vessels passing the
Straits. The degree of Russian domination was expressed
in the additional provision that any act or interference by
the Turk to this complete freedom would be met by "re-
prisals against the Ottoman Empire."
The text of Article VII of the treaty runs as follows:
"Russian subjects shall enjoy, throughout the whole extent
of the Ottoman Empire, as well by land as by sea, the full and
entire freedom of trade secured to them by the treaties con-
cluded heretofore between the two High Contracting Powers.
This freedom of trade shall not be molested in any way, nor
shall it be fettered in any case, or under any pretext, by any
prohibition or restriction whatsoever, nor in consequence of
any regulation or measure, whether of public government or
internal legislation. Russian subjects, ships and merchandise
shall be protected from all violence and imposition. The first
shall remain under the exclusive jurisdiction and control of
the Russian minister and consuls; Russian ships shall never be
subjected to any search on the part of the Ottoman authorities,
neither out at sea nor in any of the ports or roadsteads under
the dominion of the Sublime Porte; and all merchandise or
goods belonging to a Russian subject may, after payment of
the custom-house dues imposed by the tariffs, be freely sold,
deposited on land in the warehouses of the owner or consignee,
or transshipped on board another vessel of any nation whatso-
ever, without the Russian subject being required, in this case,
to give notice of the same to any of the local authorities, and
much less to ask their permission so to do. It is expressly
agreed that the different kinds of wheat coming from Russia
shall partake of the same privileges, and that their free transit
shall never, under any pretext, suffer the least difficulty or
hindrance.